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Friends
of the Joshua Hyde Public Library
Minutes of January, 27, 2017


Meeting called to order by Donna Englander, President.

Present:  
Jane Zavistoski, Steve Greenberg, Donna Englander, Hannah Darling, Ellen Duzak, Tanja Pevner, Bailey Applegate, Becky Plimpton

Minutes, presented by Hannah

Minutes for the December Board meeting were approved with changes.

Director's Report - Becky Plimpton
· Stewing over Mysteries was sold out to room capacity, (80 people). The extra signed-books from the gathering are on sale at the Library, to benefit the Friends. The upgrades to the sound system Becky made proved successful (and cost effective—no need to buy a new system!) at the event.

· February 22 is Board Games Night, 6pm

· February 23 is Pajama Day, held in conjunction with the February-March statewide annual Boston Bruins Pajama drive that benefits needy children.

· March 15, Greg Maichack, Pastels workshop, 6:30pm. The class is limited to 20 and he provides all materials.

· March 23, Books on Tap will be held at Teddy G's, 7:30pm

· March 4-5, Mini-Golf at the Library

· A date has not been set for Wine Tasting. Last year it was in June, but we may have to move it to May. Usually 60 attend.

· Summer Reading: this year's theme is “Building a Better World” and the program is being totally revamped this year.

· Time reading will not be tracked and subsequently no prizes will be given out. This will cut out the excessive distribution and accumulation of tchotchkes (tacky little items).

· In lieu, raffle ticket/scratch-off cards will be given out at checkout, one per visit.

· We'll need sponsors for the prizes/raffles – especially the drone.

· Details are still in the works and Summer Reading may be delayed.

· The Book Discussion finale in May will feature a demonstration workshop by Culinary Underground – School for Home Cooks.

Winter Film Festival – Ellen Duzak
· Resounding success – the twenty-five or more who attended each of the first three sessions enjoyed both the movies and coordinating refreshments.

· The library bought new copies of the movies and the revamped sound and new projector worked out beautifully.

· The final movie in the series will be The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel.

· Ellen hopes to do a Foodie Mystery or Foodie Book discussion series, perhaps as an afternoon session aimed at adults.

· Friends now have a popcorn maker to accompany movies.

.

Finance - Bailey Applegate (for Laury Applegate)

· Finance report was approved as presented.

· Steve Greenberg announced PayPal will download information for QuickBooks, but Bailey asked if there was a way for the Treasurer to determine what a web donation was for – event tickets, donation or membership? Steve and Laury will work this out.

· Becky Plimpton noted the Springfield Museum pass changed back to free.

· Becky reported that the $99 charge for Amazon Prime was accidentally made, though it is being used by the library for shipping

Newsletter – Bailey Applegate
· Bailey received the final article, but some of the other articles are out of date and new events need to be added.

· The new release date will be February 1, if all new materials are received.

Mini-Golf - Jane Zavistoski
· Jane will update the mini-golf article in the Newsletter and get a press release and photo to Hannah.

· Leila Glazer is coordinating the golf holes and is getting business sponsors.

Website – Steve Greenberg
· Our Constant Contact (CC) plugin trial is still underway.

· We won’t be having CC handle our online transactions as they cost too much ($700).

· We must be careful sending emails with CC, because if we have a bad email or it bounces back for whatever reason (e.g. a recipients inbox is too full), both the recipient and us will be suspended by CC.

· We can’t put PayPal links directly into emails because when we sell out, the links will still enable the recipients to pay, unless we immediately remove the PayPal account associated with the event.

Booksale – Jane Zavistoski
· April 8, 10 – 2pm!

· A sorting dates list has been sent out. 

Membership – Hannah Darling
· Team Hannah (comprised of Hannah, Tanja and Bailey) presented the completed exterior design and nearly completed interior design of the Membership Mailing tri-fold to be mailed town-wide.

· Interior information was discussed and Team Hannah plan to send a final version for review via email within a week.

· Donna Englander will write a special letter for members to renew their membership via a separate mailing.

· Tanja Pevner will send Donna a sample Thank You letter (for $99 and less member donations) for Donna to revamp.

· Tanja will add the 501(c)(3) and matching gift information to the note cards she prints up for $100 and up donations. [due date?]
Other Business
· The Bookmark Contest was moved to the end of Summer Reading to get more participants by using it as an event during Summer Reading.

· Hannah suggested that we charge non-members a small fee at the Annual Meeting. It was decided not to charge for Annual Meeting, but perhaps for fancier events, like the contemplated Downton Abbey Tea.

· Hannah suggested we have a chess club aimed at teens.  Becky Plimpton stated that they have tried to start one but can’t find a leader.

Ongoing Items

· Bailey Applegate and Tanja Pevner will design a handout for tourist center (a 3-up card)– List book sale dates, web site address, bookstore upstairs, books on ebay.

· Bailey Applegate will provide a MS Word template for Minutes and Agenda
· Ellen Duzak will draft a letter for corporate sponsors.

· Bailey & Tanja will create ads for public TV announcing our membership drive.

NOTE:  2017 School vacations are Feb 20 – 24 and Apr 14 – 21.

Next meeting – Friday, February 24 @ 1 pm at Donna’s home
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