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VISIONARY WOMEN CELEBRATING GARDENING, HEARTH AND
HOME CELIA THAXTER AND TASHA TUDOR
The Southbridge Garden Club and the Joshua Hyde Public Library of Sturbridge will co-sponsor an
illustrated lecture entitled Visionary Women Celebrating Gardening, Hearth and Home – Celia Thaxter
and Tasha Tudor on Wednesday, March 30, 2022 at 1 p.m. at the Sturbridge Senior Center. Ellen K.
Duzak, retired Professor of Psychology at Becker College, will present the program. The public is invited
to attend
In keeping with the 125th Anniversary of the Joshua Hyde Library, the women and times explored will
span from the 19th century into the 21st century. The program will reflect changing artistic expressions
of gardening and home.
The program will introduce the audience to Celia Thaxter, author or An Island Garden, a well- respected
author, poet, and painter of the 19th century. Every summer she held a cultural salon for the great literary
and artistic persons of her time on remote Appledore Island off the coast of Maine. Her island garden can
still be visited today.
Moving to the 20th century, Tasha Tudor’s fascinating life, books and familiar illustrations, creative
talents and unique approach to home and garden will be explored. A quote that expresses her perfectly:
“I think happiness is a state of mind. Everything here gives me satisfaction. My home, my gardens, my
animals, the state of Vermont.”
The program will conclude with informational handouts that include suggested readings and thoughts on
how each of us can learn from the lives and works of Celia Thaxter and Tasha Tudor.

Looking
for a New
Friend!
The Friends of the Joshua Hyde

Public Library are looking to add
to our Board. We are currently
seeking a person to fill our Vice
President vacancy. The person
in this position will handle
publicity and outreach, help the
Board where needed and fill in
for the President as necessary.
The position would require a
commitment of only a few hours
per month and should be able to
attend monthly meeting. If you are
interested, please reach out to us at:
www.sturbridgelibrary.org.

Museum Passes Help You Explore
Going stir crazy yet? Are you ready to head back out into the world? If so, remember the Friends has a number of free or
reduced-price museum passes that are available at the library. Members of the Friends are even able to reserve these passes up to
two weeks in advance.
If you’re ready to get back out there, check out:
If you’d like to get out, but aren’t yet ready to be indoors in close
• Boston Museum of Science
proximity to others, try:
• New England Quilt Museum
• Ecotarium
• Worcester Art Museum
• Old Sturbridge Village
• Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts
• Trustees of Reservations
New for 2022, we will be adding the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame! Check our website to see
when this is ready for use.
If you are interested in borrowing any of these passes, please call the venue in advance to understand
any current Covid protocols or new hours.
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From Our President

As the old saying goes, “everything old is new again.” Sadly, that seems to be applicable to our current
Covid situation. With the latest Omicron surge, the library is back to canceling events and closing the
meeting room. But as has happened with previous closings, the work of the Friends doesn’t stop! And right
now, we are kicking off our 2022 Membership Drive. If Covid has shown us anything, it’s that our library
is always there for our community. Will you be there for us and send in your membership today?
No matter how many times we have to close to keep everyone safe, we don’t stop providing for our patrons.
From online programs, to take home kid crafts, to drive-up book pick ups, the Friends of the Joshua Hyde
Public Library and the library’s staff will continue to reach out and provide for the needs of the community.
But these programs all cost money…money that isn’t supplied by the town. And that is why your
membership in the Friends is so important. Your membership dollars are what allow all of the wonderful
programs and activities we all enjoy.
And our community has been enjoying the benefits of the library for a long time – 125 years to be exact!
In celebration of this 125th Anniversary, we are hard at work planning a plethora of fun and informative
activities to honor the library’s long contribution to the community. While we will have to work around
Covid flare ups, keep an eye out for special book discussions, a movie series, and many special guest
speakers and other events that honor not only our local library, but many key events and social changes
that took place during this period. We’re especially excited to bring the community together with an
Anniversary Picnic and Celebration Gala later this summer. Keep checking the Friends and library’s
websites for the most current information.
We are all hoping this current Covid surge passes quickly and we are able to get back to our previously
scheduled programming. It was a tough call, but one perennial favorite program that had to be scrapped
this year is Library Mini-Golf. We are determined to bring it back for 2023 though, so keep practicing
your putting!
Stewing Over Mysteries also took a hit, but we were able to reschedule it for April, so check those websites
and grab some tickets. While you might not need as much warming from that tasty Publick House stew in
April, you will still be able to enjoy another fascinating author presentation about a mysterious mystery.
See you at the library!
Donna Englander
President

From Our Librarian

Friends Online
Find out what
the Friends are
doing or renew
your membership
online:
slfriends.org
or
www.Sturbridge
LibraryFriends.
org

Winter Edition

Dear Friends,
Happy New Year! While we still battle as a community with COVID, we continue to plan events and
programs for better days.
Stewing Over Mysteries
We are thrilled to have mystery author Sarah Stewart Taylor as our guest of honor at the Stewing Over
Mysteries 2022 event. The event happens annually in January at the Publick House. This year it has been
rescheduled to APRIL 6, 2022. Tickets are available at the library or online at the Friends of the JHPL
website. If you purchased tickets previously for this event, you tickets are still good! If you can no longer
make the new date, please contact me and we will issue a refund.
Sarah Stewart Taylor is the author of the Sweeney St. George series and the Maggie D’arcy series. She grew
up on Long Island, and was educated at Middlebury College in Vermont and Trinity College, Dublin,
where she studied irish literature. She has worked as a journalist and writing teacher and now lives with her
family on a farm in Vermont where they raise sheep and grow blueberries.
Your Librarian,
Becky Plimpton

Joshua
Hyde Public Library Celebrates 125 years in service to Sturbridge
By Sandra Gibson-Quigly
“NEW LIBRARY. Building
Dedicated In Sturbridge
Today”

The Haynes Sisters
Another local family was vital to the JHPL
throughout nearly three quarters of the 20th
century – the Haynes sisters (no, not the singing
From the Worcester Evening
duo in “White Christmas”). The Haynes’ homes/
Gazette, Last Edition (5 PM),
workshops are located diagonally across the street
Thursday, July 22, 1897
from the Library – 5 Haynes St., 307 and 315 Main
It’s interesting to speculate on
St. Two sisters – Emily and Susan were librarians,
which part of the above is more
and their sister-in-law Harriet was a member and
interesting – the opening of the
chair of the Board of Trustees for 55 years, retiring
new Library, or the fact that a
in 1979. Emily Haynes was librarian from
complete report of the event
1898-through 1902. She was educated at Drexel,
was available in the Worcester
and went on to a distinguished career at the WPI
Joshua
Hyde’s
125th
year
exibit
on
display
at
Gazette published 4 hours later.
Library, returning to help out in Sturbridge when
the Joshua Hyde Public Library
This was not the Town’s first
she retired. Susan Haynes was the librarian at
library. The Proprietor’s Social Library whose members
Joshua Hyde for 50 years, from 1908 through 1958.
paid for subscriptions was established in 1804. In 1850 The
Some interesting items from Miss Haynes tenure:
Quinebaug Library Association was formed, open to men,
and eventually women, who paid for subscriptions. The
• From 1897 through 1955 a messenger was employed to
Library’s books were housed in various locations around the
circulate books both to homes and stores (Blackington
Common. In 1873 the Association voted to offer the library's
Building in Fiskdale)
nearly 500 volumes to the Town for the establishment of
• 1915, two branches opened, one in Westville at the home
a public library. One of the members of the Quinebaug
of Mrs. C.C. French, and one at the Four Corners in the
Library Association, and of the Town Library Committee
southern part of Town (Mrs. Phipps)
was Julia Hyde, niece of George B. Hyde, and granddaughter
• 1935 Miss Haynes noted the redecorating and painting
of Joshua Hyde. Perhaps she made her uncle aware of the need
of the exterior of the building by the E.R.A. workmen
for library space.
(Emergency Relief Administration, part of the New Deal)
The Hyde Family
• 1942 The Library was collecting books for the Victory
The Hydes are clearly
Book Campaign to supply books for libraries in the
important in the story of our
soldiers’ camps.
Library.
•
1946 New lights installed in the Reading Room
In 1894 Sturbridge was
• 1948 Installation of the oil heater “which not only adds to
notified of George Hyde’s
the comfort of our patrons but to the safety of the building
bequest of $20,000 for a
and its contents”
library to be named for his
father – $10,000 to build the
Library Expansion
library, and $10,000 to be
In the early 1960s, as the population of the Town was
used in perpetuity for books,
growing, the Trustee yearly noted the need for more space
etc. George B. Hyde (1811– shelving, work space, and program space. Not until 1988
1889) was a longtime Boston
did the Town approve the building of an addition with the
teacher, head of school, and
support of a $300,000 gift from Catherine Shumacher. The
School Committee member.
JHPL Addition was dedicated May 21, 1989.
George Hyde’s portrait by
His father, Joshua Hyde (1762noted local artist William
Friends of the Library
1838) was a local farmer and
Willard : located across from Revolutionary War Veteran.
Founded in 1986, the Friends of the Library is a major
the circulation desk, as is his
He recognized the value of a
contributor to the fiscal operation of the library. They are
personal “best 8-day clock”.
sound education and, despite
a dedicated group of volunteers working to support and
not having had such advantages himself, he “cheerfully
strengthen library services.
bestowed them upon his children.” Julia Hyde, her
[For a full account of the JHPL, see the book Joshua Hyde
brother Henry, and his son Henry, served for many
Public Library: Centennial, 1897-1997, A Century of
years as Trustees of the Joshua Hyde Library.
Progress, by Charles F. Burns.]

Be a Historic Hero

As we begin planning the Library’s big 125th Anniversary Celebration, we sadly noticed the poor condition of many of our artifacts. While
the Friends, corporate donors and community grants are able to supply funds for many of our Anniversary programs, the funds are simply
not available to properly—archivally—preserve these precious artifacts. To ensure these historic gems will be available for future historians in
the next 125 years, we need financial donations to acquire archival-quality preservation supplies and work with professional conservators and
consultants to better organize, preserve, and share Sturbridge’s past and its present.
Will you be a Historic Hero and support the Library to better care for the many historical photographs and scrapbooks, copies of Town’s
founding documents, business and community records, and numerous long-cherished objects and artwork gifted from local families and
organizations. Sponsoring the purchase of preservation supplies and digitization work helps JHPL ensure that our community’s early and
continuing history can be made available both at the Library and online—for students and scholars to study, for family and friends to
reminisce, and for visitors to discover!
Donations can help in the following ways:

• $10 supports the purchase of archival-quality record cartons and document cases, as well as care and
handling supplies, like cotton gloves and preservation tools
• $25 supports the purchase of archival-quality photograph and slide boxes, small object containers, or
dozens of acid-free document folders
• $50 supports the purchase of an archival-quality oversize document, large object, or
newspaper storage box
• $100 supports the purchase of supplies to construct archival-quality protective sleeves
and housings for a few of JHPL’s rare local history books
• $500 supports the ongoing archival-quality digitization and long-term digital storage of dozens of
historic photographs or pages of hand-written documents
• $750 supports the annual subscription to a historical collections management and discovery platform
• $1,000 or more helps support professional conservation treatment of JHPL’s treasured works from
the 1800s, such as the Hyde Family Bible and the Quinebaug Library Association’s Constitution
and Meeting Minutes, as well as early library building blueprints and drawings
If you’d like to be a Historic Hero, please consider making a donation today and just let us
know you’d like to money to go toward the Historic Hero Fund.

From the Children’s Room
Dear Friends,
While we continue to adapt to any and all COVID protocols, virtual story times are planned which we are certain our families will enjoy.
Assorted Take & Make crafts are available for children to create at home; these have been quite popular. A Winter Reading Challenge has
also been offered to our community.
The library recently conducted a survey asking parents and caregivers about programming. We had a wonderful response and have
garnered preferred programming types, timings, and other important feedback. We are adapting our event calendar to reflect the
responses as much as possible.
Our February and April vacation week calendars are full of excellent programs including a movie night, Deb Hudgins’ music and
movement, and financial literacy workshops offered by Cornerstone Bank.
Summer is around the corner and we are knee-deep in the planning stage. The
theme of “Beyond the Beaten Path” is well-suited to our needs and preferences to
hold outdoor events. We have a full program of amazing, educational, and fun
events in the works! While the summer brings us warm, sunny days, it also brings
the excitement of families sharing, exploring, and enjoying our Summer Reading
Program!
Until then, we encourage our community to continue visiting the Children’s Room!
There is always something new and exciting here!
Best regards,
Patricia Lalli
Children’s Librarian

